
Info for Replacing Laptops 

Each JCA student will be required to have a laptop computer (and active stylus) that meets the 

specifications set forth by the school. We provide these specifications so that we can provide the highest 

level of security and the most functionality. You have the option to purchase a device through our JCA 

portal or on your own. 

JCA Best Buy Portal 

For your convenience, we have created a Best Buy portal through which our JCA families can purchase 

devices. In this portal, we have listed three devices that we believe would be excellent options for our 

incoming freshmen students. We have provided three tiers of devices to best meet the needs and 

financial situations of all our school families. While all are high quality options, each tier up lends 

increased functionality. Here are a few specifics to help you make your decision: 

Option 1- HP ProBook x360 11 G3 - $399- Celeron N4100, 4 GB Ram, 128 GB SSD, 11.6” capacitive 

touch screen, Windows 10 Pro National Academic, flip design, up to 12 hour battery life, includes limited 

1 year warranty- REQUIRED ACTIVE PEN NOT INCLUDED. Must be purchased separately. 

Option 2- Lenovo ThinkPad Yoga 11e- 2 in 1 (5th Gen.)- $484.99- Celeron N4100, 4 GB Ram, 128 GB 

SSD, 11.6” capacitive touch screen, Windows 10 Pro 64-bit Edition Academic, flip design, up to 12 hour 

battery life, higher quality writing capability than the x360, includes limited 1 year warranty. (Active 

stylus pen NOT INCLUDED but is REQUIRED. Must purchase separately- Lenovo ThinkPad Pen Pro Stylus. 

Listed under Accessories for this device.) 

Option 3- Flex 6- $699.99- Intel Core i5, 8 GB Ram, 128 GB SSD, 14” capacitive touch screen, flip design, 

10 hour battery life, limited warranty- parts and labor- for one year, (Active stylus pen NOT INCLUDED 

but is required. Must purchase separately- Lenovo Active Pen. Listed under Accessories for this device.) 

Directions for how to access the JCA Best Buy Portal are at the end of this letter. 

Warranty 

Also through the portal, you are given the option to purchase a warranty for the device that you choose. 

All three devices come with a one-year manufacturer warranty, but it does not cover accidental damage. 

We very highly recommend purchasing the extended warranties that are offered in the portal.  

In the past, two types of warranties were combined into one. This year, they are listed separately but 

come out to the same cost. So, to be fully covered like in past years, we highly recommend purchasing 

both the Accidental Damage Coverage as well as the Extended Service Agreement. 

A student device will be required for the duration of high school, and accidents and issues are likely to 

occur over the course of four years. Having a warranty in place that is purchased through the portal 

allows the JCA technology department to address issues and send a device out for repairs without 

burdening the family.   

 

 



Bring Your Own Device Option 

You are not required to purchase a device through the JCA Best Buy portal. Your student is welcome to 

use a device that you already own, or you can purchase a device elsewhere, provided it meets the 

specifications below.  

Please keep in mind that if you buy these devices elsewhere, you will also need to purchase the 

appropriate active pen. 

Specifications: 

• Capacitive Touch Screen (not resistive touch screen) 

• Active Stylus Pen (must be Active stylus pen, not capacitive) 

• Windows 10 Based (Preferably Pro) (No Chromebooks, No Macs) 

• 64 GB or more of storage 

• Minimum of 4 hour battery life 

• Laptop will be imaged by JCA so save any files before turning into the school 

• Laptop must be allowed to join our domain 

• Meraki System Manager will be installed 

• LanSchool classroom management will be installed 

• Laptop must be available to be brought to school every day during the school year (not sharing 

devices with anyone else) 

• 8 GB RAM Suggested but not required 

Providing JCA with the Device 

If your son/daughter will have a new computer for the 2019-20 school year, you are required to drop off 

the laptop computer on Monday, July 22nd from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. or 5 p.m.- 7 p.m. at the main office. 

Please bring the laptop in its original box.  

We at JCA are here to partner with you and your child during this exciting initiative. If you have any 

questions please contact me at LPahl@jca-online.org or 815-741-0500, ext. 213. 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Pahl 

Vice Principal of Curriculum and Technology 
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To Purchase from the JCA Best Buy portal: 

 

To access the portal, go to this website: http://www.bbfb.com/psf/joliet2019 or 

scan this QR code:  

 

 

Please access portal through this year’s link. If you have last year’s saved, you’ll need to replace it with 

this link.  

• If you have not already, you will need to create an account. When you do, you’ll need 

the following registration code: JCASTUDENT 

 

• If you had an account from one of our previous JCA Best Buy portals, you WILL need to 

create a new account. When you create your new account, you can use the same email 

address you used for previous accounts, but you will need to create a new username. 

• The laptop computer and the “pen” are the only things that are required to be purchased. 

(Pen is included with one device on the portal, but must be purchased separately with the 

other two. The appropriate pens are listed under the accessories for the other two devices 

for easy access.) Other items are made available on the portal simply for your 

convenience. 

• All of the devices on the portal come with a one-year manufacturer warranty, but it does 

not cover accidental damage. On the website, you will have the option to purchase an 

extended warranty (which will cover up to 4 years), and/or various optional accessories. 

WE VERY HIGHLY RECOMMEND PURCHASING A WARRANTY- both the 

accidental and extended. 

• Your purchase will be shipped directly to your house with no additional fees for shipping. 

(Please allow 7-10 business days for delivery.) 

• If your son/daughter will be a freshman at JCA for the 2018-19 school year, you are 

required to drop off the laptop computer on Monday, July 22nd, 2019 from 9 a.m. - 12 

p.m. or 5 p.m.- 7 p.m. at the main office. Please bring the laptop in its original box.  
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